
Atoms and Bonding 
Vocabulary



1.  Valence electron
The electrons that are in the highest energy level of an atom and that 
are involved in chemical bonding.
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2.  Ion

An atom or group of 
atoms that has an 
electric charge.
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3.  Polyatomic ion
An ion that is made of more than one atom.
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4.  Ionic bond

The attraction between oppositely charged ions.
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5.  Covalent bond
A chemical bond formed when two atoms share electrons.
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6.  Nonpolar bond

A covalent bond in 
which  electrons are 
shared equally.

https://qph.ec.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-7c0af3e74c7cd505eeb2733cf8249ede

https://qph.ec.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-7c0af3e74c7cd505eeb2733cf8249ede


7. Polar bond

A covalent bond in 
which electrons are 
shared unequally.
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8.  Metallic bond

An attraction between a positive metal 
ion and the electrons surrounding it.

https://cdn.jmbullion.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/1-oz-sunshine-silver-
bar.jpg

https://cdn.jmbullion.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/1-oz-sunshine-silver-bar.jpg

